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the jEgean Sea, Aside from tie weighty historic claims
of Bussia there can be no logical argument advanced
why ports on the Black Sea, which normally handle more
than fifty per cent of the total Russian external com-
merce? should not have a clear ontlet throngh the Bos-
porus* Sea of Marmara, and the Dardanelles. The eastern
part of Anatolia, doe to contiguity, has been the objec-
tive of many Enssian schemes. More truly than any other
nation Russia has given physical support to the Armeni-
ans, a people "who have been regarded frequently as
under Russia's protection. A. suggestion has been made
from time to time that Russia might avoid the possibility
of the closing of the Straits by building a railway system
In a southwesterly direction from the Caucasus to Alex-
andretta or some other port on the Mediterranean Sea.
This alternative is a poor makeshift since commodities
entering Russian export trade consist largely of bulk
cargoes which cannot stand railroad freight rates. There
are practically no Russian incorporated companies in
Turkey. There are, however, a few enterprises operated
by British and French companies financed by Russian
capital.
The competition between Italy and Greece for economic
privileges in western Asia Minor was a forerunner of the
prolonged Gneeo-Turkish War which resulted so disas-
trously for Greece. Only within the past decade has
Italy taken any special interest in Asia Minor. The
antipathy between the Italians and the Greeks can be ac-
counted for largely on historical grounds, the control of
the Dodekauese Islands, and the maritime rivalry in the
eastern Mediterranean. It has been reported that the
Italians have secured from the Turks preferential rights
eicept where Turkish capital is available, in the Heraclea
coal basin, in certain sections of Afiun QaraMsar,
Kutaya, Aidin, and Konia, and in many puhlic enter-
prises in the sanjais of Adalia, Buldur, Mnghla and

